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Slack
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Course Information
Professor Whitney Sperrazza
wssgla@rit.edu
Class time: MWF 1:25-2:15pm
Mondays and Wednesdays: in-person, Booth Hall Room #1440
Fridays: Zoom
Office Hours: Tuesdays 2:00-4:00pm or by appointment
Go to calendly.com/wsperrazza to schedule a time slot or make an appointment
Permanent Class Zoom Info: [[link and meeting info redacted]]
Timetoast Login Info: [[username and password redacted]]

Books We’ll Need Handy
Mary Shelley, Frankenstein: Annotated for Scientists, Engineers,
and Creators of All Kinds, MIT Press (2017)
§ MIT Press edition is open access online:
https://bit.ly/2KF3Qj7
§ You can also use the Frankenbook digital project to read the
book online with collaborative annotations from readers:
https://www.frankenbook.org/
Lisa Genova, Still Alice, Gallery Books (2009)
§ RIT Library has 1 copy on reserve as a 1-week loan
§ Lots of used copies available for quick shipping through
Powell’s Books: https://bit.ly/3oCCfOu
All other course readings will be posted to our myCourses page as
PDFs or web links.

Course Takeaways
►
►
►
►
►

expand your definition of “science” and “scientific work”
approach fiction and fictional worlds as gateways to science
recognize the long, deep history of women’s work in a variety of STEM fields
think critically about what constitutes scientific knowledge
introduce yourself to a wide range of women science fiction writers

Course Work
This course relies on several different
kinds of work, all focused on collective
knowledge building. Our goal is to
learn from each other this semester
and we’ll use the following activities to
facilitate that learning:
►Readings and Discussion Forums.
The foundation of our work together.
Each week we’ll pair a fiction reading
(Mondays) with a supplemental
reading (Wednesdays) that enhances
our study of the fictional text. Our
discussion forum cycle every two
weeks (posting the first week,
responding the second week) will give
us a chance to expand our in-person
discussions of the readings.
►Timeline Entries. Throughout the
semester we’ll build a collective history
of women’s engagement with science.
Our virtual Friday classes will always be
a discussion of your research on a
woman (or female-identifying person)
in your own STEM field or a STEM field
you’re especially interested in. You’ll
submit your research to our Timetoast
timeline and we’ll use Fridays to

discuss your findings and draw
connections to the week’s readings.
►Final Project. Independent research
to connect one of your Timetoast entry
figures to a fictional text. Using our
weekly course structure as a model,
the final project will invite you to do
the work of pairing fiction and science
and showing how each enhances the
other. More details to come midsemester and we’ll dedicate class time
in our final weeks to work on the
projects.
This class is a “busy-work free zone”: if
an assignment does not feel
productive, we can find ways to
modify, remix, or repurpose the
instructions.
I encourage you to submit work on
time as much as possible because each
of your discussion forum posts and
timeline entries will be the basis for
our in-person and virtual conversations
together. Everyone will benefit the
most from consistent and thoughtful
engagement with our material each
week, as the schedule outlines.

Grading
This course will focus on qualitative not
quantitative assessment, something
we’ll discuss during class. While you will
get a final grade at the end of the term, I

will not be grading individual
assignments beyond turned in/not
turned in. Instead, I’ll be asking
questions and making comments that

engage your work rather than simply
evaluate it. You will also be reflecting
carefully on your own work and the
work of your peers.
If any part of this process causes more
anxiety than it alleviates, see me at any
point to confer about your progress in
the course. If you’re worried about your
grade, your best strategy should be: join
the discussions, do the reading, and
complete the assignments.
As we reflect on your final progress in
the course at the end of the semester,
we’ll consider the following balance of
assignments:

Course Work Balance

Final
Project
25%

Readings &
Discussions
50%

Timeline
Entries
25%

Reading and Work Schedule
[[This syllabus schedule is for easy reference to the entire arc of our semester. The
schedule will also be mapped out by weekly module on our myCourses site. Dates and
work subject to change as our discussions evolve over the semester.]]
Mondays and Wednesdays are in-person sessions. Come to class with any
material listed for that day read/viewed and ready to discuss.
Fridays we will meet on Zoom for our women in STEM timeline work or
optional final project meetings (later in the semester).

Monday, January 25
Wednesday, January 27
Friday, January 29

course introduction
Evelyn Fox Keller, Reflections on Gender and Science
(selections)
“women in science” list activity

Monday, February 1
Wednesday, February 3

Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (Preface, Vols. I and II)
Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (Preface, Vols. I and II)

Anatomy & Galvanism

Friday, February 5

intro to Timetoast and our collective women in STEM
timeline work
Discussion Forum #1a

Monday, February 8
Wednesday, February 10

Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (Vol. III)
Audrey Shafer, “Why Frankenstein Matters: Frontiers
in Science, Technology, and Medicine”
Discussion Forum #1b
women in STEM timeline discussion (virtual)
Kriota Willberg, “Silver Wire”
David Mackenzie, “The History of Sutures”
women in STEM timeline discussion (virtual)
Discussion Forum #2a

Chemistry

Monday, February 22
Wednesday, February 24

N.K. Jemisin, “The Effluent Engine”
N.K. Jemisin, “The Effluent Engine”
Discussion Forum #2b
No Class: Reading Catch Up Day

Monday, March 1
Wednesday, March 3

Psychology

Surgery

Monday, February 15
Wednesday, February 17
Friday, February 19

Atomism

Friday, February 12

Friday, February 26

Friday, March 5
Monday, March 8
Wednesday, March 10
Friday, March 12

Neurology

Monday, March 15
Wednesday, March 17

Margaret Cavendish, Poems and Fancies (selections)
Margaret Cavendish, The Philosophical and Physical
Opinions (short excerpts)
women in STEM timeline discussion (virtual)
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper”
S. Weir Mitchell, “The Treatment by Rest, Seclusion,
etc., In Relation to Psychotherapy”
women in STEM timeline discussion (virtual)
Discussion Forum #3a

Friday, March 19

Lisa Genova, Still Alice (pages 1-174)
Kieran Keohane and Victoria Grace, “What is
‘Alzheimer’s Disease’?: The ‘Auguste D’ Case Reopened”
Discussion Forum #3b
women in STEM timeline discussion (virtual)

Monday, March 22
Wednesday, March 24

Lisa Genova, Still Alice (pages 174-end)
No Class: RIT Recharge Day

Genetics
Astronomy & Physics
Epidemiology

Friday, March 26

Lisa Genova, Still Alice (pages 174-end) and introduce
final project assignment

Monday, March 29
Wednesday, March 31
Friday, April 2

Andrea Barrett, ““The Behaviour of the Hawkweeds”
Gregor Mendel, “Experiments in Plant Hybridization”
No Class: Reading Catch Up Day

Monday, April 5
Wednesday, April 7

Adrienne Rich, “Planetarium” and “Power”
Marie Curie, “On a New, Strongly Radio-active
Substance Contained in Pitchblende”; and Caroline
Herschel, Memoir and Correspondence of Caroline
Herschel (excerpts)
women in STEM timeline discussion (virtual)

Friday, April 9
Monday, April 12
Wednesday, April 14

Evolution

Friday, April 16

Monday, April 19
Wednesday, April 21
Friday, April 23

Octavia Butler, “The Evening and The Morning and
The Night”
Maria Aline Ferreira, Symbiotic Bodies and
Evolutionary Tropes in the Work of Octavia Butler
(excerpted)
Final Project brainstorming/consultation meetings w/
Prof. Sperrazza (optional)
Discussion Forum #4a
Octavia Butler, “Bloodchild”
Lynn Margulis Interview:
https://youtu.be/2D2_ZZuNmQI
Discussion Forum #4b
Final Project brainstorming/consultation meetings w/
Prof. Sperrazza (optional)

Monday, April 26
Wednesday, April 28
Friday, April 30

Course Wrap Up
Final Project Work
Final Project Work

Monday, May 3
Wednesday, May 5

Final Project Work
Final Project Work

Monday, May 10

Final Projects Submitted

